














What else would you want law enforcement
and advocates to know about protective or-
ders?

My great concern about protective orders in Texas
is that there are too many counties that still don’t do
them, and I think there are too many instances where
those protective orders that do get issued get violated.
But I can tell you from the time I started doing this
work until now, in almost every area we’ve improved.
But we still struggle sometimes with enforcement of
the protective orders, and how difficult it is in some
areas of Texas still to get a protective order. In Texas
each county has local rules and policies, so we really
have about 254 different ways to get protective or-
ders.

In those areas where it’s difficult to get a
protective order, is it a good strategy for the
victim to pursue a protective order pro se?

Well, I don’t think it’s ideal for someone to have to
represent themselves in court. But if it’s the only re-
source you have ... One of the things about represent-
ing yourself is that, if you go in and get the protective
order, it’s a very empowering thing for the victim. And
that helps her in other areas of her life, to get away
from the situation.

Does your community in December
host a “Tree of Angels?”

The Tree of Angels is a meaningful Christmas program
specifically held in memory and support of victims of vio-
lent crime. The Tree of Angels helps allow your commu-
nity to recognize that the holiday season is a difficult time
for families and friends who have suffered the crushing
impact of a violent crime. This special event honors and
supports surviving victims and victims’ families by mak-
ing it possible for loved ones to bring an angel ornament
to place on a special tree known as the Tree of Angels.
The first program in December 1991 was implemented
by Verna Lee Carr with People Against Violent Crime
(PAVC), Austin, Texas. Over the years the Tree of An-
gels has become a memorable tradition observed in many
Texas communities. The Tree of Angels for the past 19
years has provided comfort, hope, support and healing. A
Tree of Angels “How to Guide” (CD) may be requested
from the Tree of Angels website at www.treeofangels.net

or pave@peopleagainstviolentcrime.org.
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THE VICTIM'’S INFORMER is published quarterly and distributed
to over 4,000 individuals, state, and national organizations. Articles,
meeting notices, and other submissions should be sent to TDCJ-
Victim Services Division, Texas Crime Victim Clearinghouse, Attn:
Editor, 8712 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 265, Austin, Texas 78757-
6899; faxed to 512-452-1025; emailed to tdcj.clearinghouse@tdc;.
state.tx.us; or call us at 800-848-4284 or 512-406-5931.

PLEASE NOTE:
Texas law requires that TDCJ-Victim Services Division request
readers to notify us annually, in writing, that they wish to continue
receiving The Victim's Informer.
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Treatment, continued from page 5

InnerChange Program: In a unique
partnership, TDCJ and Prison Fellow-

ship Ministries developed the Inner-
Change Freedom Initiative Program
which is designed to reduce recidivism.
This program is a voluntary 18 month,
faith-based program using Biblical prin-
ciples to emphasize the importance of

taking ownership for one’s life and for
developing good decision- making skills
and actions.

The Parole Panel will be informed of
an offender’s failure to complete the re-
quired program and/or removal from the
program for disciplinary reasons, etc.
The Parole Panel may choose to modify
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an offender’s approval for release.

By requiring offender’s to complete
rehabilitation programs and comply
with parole conditions, we are helping
to reduce recidivism thereby increase
public safety.

If you find yourself in the Austin area and would like to visit the Victim Services
Division office, you certainly are welcome! If you need to speak to an analyst
or any other VSD staff, it might be best to set an appointment first. Our normal
office hours are 7:30 am to 5:30 pm CST. The office address is 8712 Shoal
Creek Boulevard, Suite 265, Austin, Texas 78757. Contact us at 800-848-4284
or victim.svc@tdc;j.state.tx.us.



